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‘Axminster Legacies’ uses a selection of the town’s buildings to tell the 
stories of the Georgian and Victorian families most closely associated with 
them. Some of those families were prominent in the life and politics of the 
town, others much less so.
It draws on a wide range of sources, which as well as providing the ‘bricks 
and mortar of local history’ reveal accusations (or in some cases unexpected 
evidence) of bigamy, ‘phantom marriages’, rape, illegitimacy and insanity, 
as well as revealing time spent in debtors’ prison, trading while bankrupt 
and fraud.
One family went from pillars of the community to brawling in the street 
within three generations (and 125 years). One of Axminster’s leading 
lawyers saw his own son sentenced to death after a trial at the Old Bailey.

David Knapman has a life-long connection to Axminster, and has taken a particular 
interest in local history since retiring in 2014.

In 2021 the Devon History Society gave his previous book, ‘Unsteady Progress: 
A History of Axminster from 1701 to 2000’, the W G Hoskins Award for the best 
history by an amateur historian.

Whereas ‘Unsteady Progress’ was all about the town and how it came to be the way 
it is today, ‘Axminster Legacies’ is much more focussed on a selection of people 
and places.

Both books are sold to support Axminster 
Heritage Centre, and its remit of fostering 
an interest in local history.
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About the author
David Knapman was born in 1952 and 
brought up at Middle Westwater, a 
mile or so outside Axminster, on the 
dairy farm which his grandparents had 
bought in 1913. Most of his schooling 
was away from Axminster, and in 1971 
he went to the University of Reading 
to study agriculture and agricultural 
economics. While there he met and 
married his wife. After graduating 
he worked in the agricultural and 
environmental industries, latterly 
as a consultant on a wide range 
of environmental topics. Despite 
spending some of his working life 
overseas he was a regular visitor to 
Westwater and Axminster to see his 
parents. His interest in social and 
economic history grew out of research 
which he did into his family’s history, 
much of which centred on Devon from 
the 16th to the 20th centuries. In 2014, 
soon after he retired, he moved back 
to Axminster. Since then he has taken 
an active interest in the town and its 
history, including acting as a volunteer 
at the Axminster Heritage Centre.
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Map & Picture Credits

Front cover illustration:
Image of The George Inn, Axminster by an unknown artist, from the collection of Axminster 
Heritage Centre.

Maps (pages xi to xxii):
See Map 1 for credits to Maps 1, 4, 7 and 10. See Map 2 for credits to Maps 2, 5, 8 and 11. See Map 
3 for credits to Maps 3, 6, 9 and 12.

Plans (pages 112 and 129):
Drawn by the author, based on sources as specified in the accompanying text.

21st century photographs:
All 20 of the modern photographs were taken by Trevor Mace between 2018 and 2022, most of 
them in 2022 specifically for this book. All reproduction rights have very kindly been granted 
to Axminster Heritage Centre. These photographs can be found on pages 3, 13 (both), 32, 57, 74, 
102, 108, 117, 124 (both), 140, 148, 164, 172, 177, 188, 214, 215 and 287 (second).

Older photographs and postcards:
Thirteen of the older images are from the collection of Axminster Heritage Centre. They can be 
found on pages 12, 68, 83, 136, 137, 249, 267, 268, 281 (both), 283, 286 and 287 (first).
The other five older images are from the ‘Sands of Time’ collection, and are used with their 
permission. These images can be found on pages 92, 192, 271, 276 and 291.


