
NEW for 2023,   from: 
 

 

A view of the town through the 
prism of selected families and 
their lives 

Based on accounts of some of 
the families that shaped the 
town in the Georgian and 
Victorian eras, and the houses in 
which they lived, including 
several which no longer exist. 

With maps, plans and 38 photographs 
(20 modern and 18 old) 

 

The main 
families: 

Bond, Buckland, Dight, Drake, Hallett, Knight, Mallock, Smith, Symes 
and Taunton. 

The supporting 
cast: 

Other surnames include: Alexander, Anning, Bragge, Dawson, Ewens, 
Gage, Pickering, Pulman, Stedham, Wills and Yonge. 

The key 
buildings: 

‘Axminster castle’, Buckland House, Castle Hill House, the Castle Inn, 
Cedar House, ‘the Clink’, Gamberlake House, The George, Gloucester 
House, Hilary House, Loretto Cottage, Paradise Lodge, Pippins, 
Purzebrook House and The Shrubbery. 

Other places: Market Square, the Minster Green, Old North Street, Trinity Square 
and West Street. 

 

Price: £15.00 (with 10% discount to AHC members: £13.50) 

 

Special offer: 

Buy a copy of ‘Axminster Legacies’ AND a copy of ‘Unsteady 
Progress’ for the special price of £30.00 (or £27.50 for AHC 
members though please note that the normal members’ discount of 10% 

does not apply to this offer). 



Talk 

On Thursday 23 March 2023 at 19:30 David Knapman will 
give a talk about ‘Axminster Legacies’ in the Bradshaw Room 
at Thomas Whitty House. 

For this particular talk he will be using information and 
examples drawn from the chapter on the Taunton family of 
Purzebrook House, but he will be happy to answer questions 
on any of the other places or families featured in the book. 

The talk will be free, but because of space limitations in the 
Bradshaw Room you are asked to reserve a place (or places) 
in advance by Emailing history@ axminsterheritage.org. All 
requests for places will be acknowledged and confirmed. 

If demand outstrips capacity, the talk will be repeated a 
week later. 

Copies of ‘Axminster Legacies’ (and ‘Unsteady Progress’) will 
be on sale at the time of the talk, and anyone who wishes 
will be able to get their copy signed by David, irrespective of 
when it was bought. 

 


